[Genetic factors in the development of bronchial cancer. Apropos of a pair of identical twins].
An anaplastic bronchial cancer was observed to occur simultaneously in identical twin brothers, with a rapidly fatal outcome. This led to authors to appraise the prevalence of such cases and to study the role of genetic factors in the determining bronchial cancer. A review of the literature has not revealed an identical case, on the other hand 4 twin pairs suffered from a bronchial cancer with a different histology (3 epidermoid and 1 bronchoalveolar) were reported. Familial cases of bronchial cancer were also recorded. The authors go on to allude to the intervention of genetic factors in the defense mechanisms of the lung: mucociliary clearance, immunological defense and the role of aryl hydrocarbon hydroxylase. The precise identification of these factors remains difficult on account of their interaction with environmental factors.